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the definition of research
The Federal Government decrees what fundable research is and it ratifies or discredits training institutions accordingly. IN
order to be a fully registered and fully funded research university that is permitted to confer degrees, RMIT must align to
these regulations.
The Australian Government funds research and research training and permits the conferral of degrees on the basis of the
definition supplied in HERDC Specifications as follows:

Research is defined as the creation of new knowledge and/or the use of existing knowledge in a new
and creative way so as to generate new concepts, methodologies and understandings. This could
include synthesis and analysis of previous research to the extent that it leads to new and creative
outcomes.

This definition of research is consistent with a broad notion of research and experimental development (R&D) as:

comprising of creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of
knowledge, including knowledge of humanity, culture and society, and the use of this stock of
knowledge to devise new applications.

the definition of research TRAINING
Australian Qualifications Framework
Like the definition of ‘research’, the regulations covering training in the Australian Qualifications Framework are clearly
specified and non-negotiable. They can be summarised as follows. To be ratified and funded, universities must train their
research students so that graduates demonstrably acquire the following capabilities:
- Communication and technical skills to present a coherent and sustained argument and to disseminate research results to
specialist and non-specialist audiences
- Technical and communication skills to design, evaluate, implement, analyse, theorise and disseminate research that makes
a contribution to knowledge (Level 9, AQF, 2nd Edition, p. 60)
- Communication skills to explain and critique theoretical propositions, methodologies and conclusions
- Communication skills to present cogently a complex investigation of originality or original research for external
examination against international standards and to communicate results to peers and the community
- Expert skills to design, implement, analyse, theorise and communicate research that makes a significant and original
contribution to knowledge and/or professional practice (Level 10, AQF, 2nd Edition, p. 64)
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The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) is the national policy for regulated qualifications in Australian
education and training. It incorporates the qualifications from each education and training sector into a single
comprehensive national qualifications framework.
AQF level 1 = Certificate I
AQF level 2 = Certificate II
AQF level 3 = Certificate III
AQF level 4 = Certificate IV
AQF level 5 = Diploma
AQF level 6 = Advanced Diploma or Associate Degree
AQF level 7 = Bachelor Degree
AQF level 8 = Bachelor Honours Degree, Graduate Certificate, Graduate Diploma
AQF level 9 = Masters Degree
AQF level 10 = Doctoral Degree
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AQF level 9 criteria (applies to Master by Research)
Summary:
Graduates at the level will have specialised knowledge and skills for research, and/or professional practice and/or further learning.
Knowledge:
Graduates at this level will have advanced and integrated understanding of a complex body of knowledge in one or more disciplines or
areas of practice.
Skills:
Graduates at this level will have expert, specialised cognitive and technical skills in a body of knowledge or practice to independently:
- Analyse critically, reflect on and synthesise complex information, problems, concepts and theories
- Research and apply established theories to a body of knowledge or practice
- Interpret and transmit knowledge, skills and ideas to specialist and non-specialist audiences
Application of knowledge and skills:
Graduates at this level will apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate autonomy, expert judgement, adaptability and responsibility
as a practitioner or learner.
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AQF level 10 criteria (applies to PhD)
Summary:
Graduates at the level will have systematic and critical understanding of a complex field of learning and specialised research skills for the
advancement of learning and/or for professional practice.
Knowledge:
Graduates at this level will have systematic and critical understanding of a substantial and complex body of knowledge at the frontier of
a discipline or area of professional practice.
Skills:
Graduates at this level will have expert, specialised cognitive and technical and research skills in a discipline area to independently and
systematically:
- engage in critical reflection, synthesis and evaluation
- develop, adapt and implement research methodologies to extend and redefine existing knowledge or professional practice
- disseminate and promote new insights to peers and the community
- generate original knowledge and understanding to make a substantial contribution to a discipline or area of professional practice

Application of knowledge and skills:
Graduates at this level will apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate autonomy, authoritative judgement, adaptability and
responsibility as an expert and leading practitioner or scholar.

Master of Fine Art (Research)
program code: MR208
Program duration: 2 years full time or 4 years part time.
Time commitment: Research candidates undertake their study 48
weeks of each calendar year (with allowance for 4 weeks annual leave).
Full time candidates are expected to spend 4 days per week researching
and part time candidates 2 days per week.

Program learning outcomes:
Graduates of the Master of Fine Art will have developed mastery in artistic research in their
chosen field by undertaking a substantial and rigorous research project.
Graduates of a Master of Fine Art by research will have:
-

a body of knowledge that includes the understanding of recent development in
one or more disciplines

-

advanced knowledge of research principles and methods applicable to the field
of work or learning

-

cognitive skills to demonstrate mastery of theoretical knowledge and to reflect
critically on theory and its application

-

cognitive, technical and creative skills to investigate, analyse and synthesise
complex information, problems, concepts and theories and to apply
established theories to different bodies of knowledge or practice

-

cognitive, technical and creative skills to generate and evaluate complex ideas
and concepts at an abstract level

-

cognitive and technical skills to design, use and evaluate research and research
methods

Candidates work with a broad range of media. These include
installation, sculpture, ceramics, hybrid and spatial practices, sound,
performance, media arts, video, painting, printmaking, drawing,
photography, and gold and silver smithing. Candidates are encouraged
to consider the artistic, cultural and social position of their research and
to draw upon trans-disciplinary practices and enquiries.

-

communication and technical skills to present coherent and sustained
argument and to disseminate research results to specialist and non-specialist
audiences

-

technical and communication skills to design, evaluate, implement, analyse,
theorise and disseminate research that makes a contribution to knowledge

The program attracts candidates from diverse backgrounds, age groups
and nationalities, including leading art practitioners, students
graduating directly from undergraduate programs and artists returning
to postgraduate study to enliven their practice. Candidates engage with
their peers to develop extended dialogues and provide critical support
for each other’s research.

Graduates of a Master of Fine Art by research will demonstrate the application of these
knowledge and skills: with creativity and initiative to new situations and/or for further
learning - with high level personal autonomy and accountability - to plan and execute a
substantial piece of research.

Purpose of the program:
The Master of Fine Art (Research) is a postgraduate project-based
research degree. The program has a pluralistic and interdisciplinary
focus and cross-disciplinary dialogue is encouraged to enrich each
student's experience and knowledge.
The MFA offers a rigorous, supportive and dynamic environment where
the investigation of ideas and material practice pertinent to artistic
research sits alongside and informs the production of art. Central to
the program is a balance between studio practice and the conceptual
and theoretical concerns that underpin the making of art.

Candidates undertake a major project that culminates in an exhibition,
performance or presentation of work for assessment that is
accompanied by a dissertation including visual and sonic
documentation of the work undertaken during the program.

entry requirements
Master of Fine Art (Research) – MR208

English Language Requirements

Applicants for masters by research programs must have completed one
of the following from a recognised higher education institution:

A minimum IELTS (academic module) overall score of 6.5, with no band
below 6.0; or equivalent. For equivalents to English entry requirements,
see the English equivalents webpage:

-

a four year bachelor degree with at least a credit average in the final
undergraduate year
or

-

another recognised award deemed to be equivalent in character
and standard to a four year undergraduate degree, with at least a
credit average in the final undergraduate year.

http://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/international-students/applyto-rmit-international-students/entry-requirements/englishrequirements/recognised-qualifications/

Selection Tasks
Alternatively applicants may provide evidence of appropriate academic
qualifications and experience that satisfies the Dean of the School of
Graduate Research or nominee that the applicant has developed
knowledge of the field of study or cognate field and the potential for
research sufficient to undertake the proposed program.
For information on international qualifications and corresponding entry
requirements that are equivalent to Australian academic entry
requirements, see the Country equivalents webpage:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/international-students/applyto-rmit-international-students/entry-requirements/countryequivalency/

These entrance requirements are the minimum academic standard you
must meet in order to be eligible to apply for the program. You will
need to complete a selection task as part of your application. See the
Postgraduate Research Admission Application Form for more details:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/applying-to-rmit/local-studentapplications/how-to-apply/apply-by-level-of-study/research-programs/
Folio requirements
Art applicants are required to submit a folio of work of up to 8 to 10
examples of artworks relevant to their application in any of the
following formats: jpeg, mp3, mov files.
All files are to be submitted on a USB device. Full details such as title,
duration, medium, dates, etc. of all works should be included.

PhD Art
program code: DR208
Program duration: 3-4 years full time or 6-8 years part time.
Time commitment: Research candidates undertake their study 48
weeks of each calendar year (with allowance for 4 weeks annual leave).
Full time candidates are expected to spend 4 days per week researching
and part time candidates 2 days per week.
Purpose of the program:
The Doctor of Philosophy in Art is a project-based research degree and
is designed to provide the framework, the focus and the discipline
necessary to conduct speculative inquiry. The province of the PhD is the
exploration of new territories of artistic research and a contribution to
the knowledge base of the discipline. The PhD offers a rigorous,
supportive and dynamic environment where the investigation of ideas
and material practice pertinent to artistic research informs the
production of art. Central to the program is a balance between studio
practice and the conceptual and theoretical concerns that underpin
artistic research.
The program has a pluralistic and interdisciplinary focus and crossdisciplinary dialogue is encouraged to enrich student's experience and
knowledge. Candidates work with a broad range of media. These
include installation, sculpture, ceramics, hybrid and spatial practices,
sound, performance, media arts, video, painting, printmaking, drawing,
photography, and gold and silver smithing. Candidates are encouraged
to consider the artistic, cultural and social position of their research and
to draw upon trans-disciplinary practices and enquiries.
The program attracts candidates from diverse backgrounds, age groups
and nationalities, including leading art practitioners. Candidates engage
with their peers to develop extended dialogues and provide critical
support for each other’s research.

Upon graduation with a Doctor of Philosophy from RMIT University you will be able to be
employed in universities in academic roles and in senior positions in galleries, museums,
festivals, non-government organisations, art organisations, companies, venues and studios.
Graduates also have the capacity to work as research fellows and post-doctoral research
fellows on post-doctoral research projects in university and government organisations.
Program learning outcomes:
Graduates of the Doctor of Philosophy will have developed the skills required to conduct
independent research and will have contributed to the knowledge base of artistic research in
their chosen field by undertaking a substantial and rigorous research project.
These skills will include the ability to:
speculate through artistic research
organise and frame concepts emerging from creative practices
extend and explore the boundaries of practice-based art research
argue and demonstrate findings publicly
achieve a high level of reflection on the processes of artistic research
achieve insights that arise from the research.

continues…

PhD Art
program code: DR208
Graduates of a Doctoral Degree will have:
a substantial body of knowledge at the frontier of a field
of work or learning, including knowledge that constitutes
an original contribution
substantial knowledge of research principles and
methods applicable to the field of work or learning
cognitive skills to demonstrate expert understanding of
theoretical knowledge and to reflect critically on that
theory and practice
cognitive skills and use of intellectual independence to
think critically, evaluate existing knowledge and ideas,
undertake systematic investigation and reflect on theory
and practice to generate original knowledge
expert technical and creative skills applicable to the field
of work or learning
communication skills to explain and critique theoretical
propositions, methodologies and conclusions
communication skills to present cogently a complex
investigation of originality or original research for
external examination against international standards to
peers and the community
expert skills to design, implement, analyse, theorise and
communicate research that makes a significant and
original contribution to knowledge and/or professional
practice

Graduates of a Doctoral Degree will demonstrate the application of these knowledge and
skills:
- with intellectual independence
- with initiative and creativity in new situations and/or for further learning
- with full responsibility and accountability for personal outputs
- to plan and execute original research
- with the ongoing capacity to generate new knowledge, including in the context of
professional practice

entry requirements
PhD Art – DR208

English Language Requirements

Applicants for doctor of philosophy programs must have completed one
of the following from a recognised higher education institution:
a masters by research degree or,
a masters by coursework degree which includes research
courses or a research project with a duration of at least
25% of a full-time (or equivalent part-time) academic
year and an overall distinction average or,
a four year bachelor honours degree (with a minimum
H2A achieved across the four years) or,
a three year bachelor degree and a one year bachelor
honours degree program (with a minimum H2A achieved
in the honours year) or
another award deemed to be equivalent in character and
standard to the above degrees.

A minimum IELTS (academic module) overall score of 6.5, with no band
below 6.0; or equivalent. For equivalents to English entry requirements,
see the English equivalents webpage:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/international-students/applyto-rmit-international-students/entry-requirements/englishrequirements/recognised-qualifications/

Alternatively applicants may:
provide evidence of appropriate academic qualifications
and experience that satisfies the Dean of the School of
Graduate Research or nominee that the applicant has
developed knowledge of the field of study or cognate
field and the potential for research sufficient to
undertake the proposed program or,
have current candidature for an RMIT master by
research program approved for transfer to a doctor of
philosophy program through the process prescribed in
the RMIT Higher Degree by Research policies and
procedures.
For information on international qualifications and corresponding entry
requirements that are equivalent to Australian academic entry
requirements, see the Country Equivalents webpage:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/international-students/applyto-rmit-international-students/entry-requirements/countryequivalency/

Selection Tasks
These entrance requirements are the minimum academic standard you
must meet in order to be eligible to apply for the program. You will
need to complete a selection task as part of your application. See the
Postgraduate Research Admission Application Form for more details:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/applying-to-rmit/local-studentapplications/how-to-apply/apply-by-level-of-study/research-programs/
Folio requirements
Art applicants are required submit a folio of work of up to 8 to 10
examples of artworks relevant to their application in any of the
following formats: jpeg, mp3, mov files.
All files are to be submitted on a USB. Full details such as title, duration,
medium, dates, etc. of all works should be included.

both the MFA Research and PhD Art
are able to be taken in either

Project
or

Thesis
mode

RMIT School of Art Research Foci 1/5
The School of Art’s research has four areas of emphasis: social, environment, materiality and
technology. This section provides examples of the kinds of research pursued in each area. While
not a comprehensive overview, these examples of current artistic research provide a glimpse into
the research foci and culture of the School of Art.
HDR applications should link with these key research strengths.

Social

Environment
Material

Technology
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Social
For many decades, the School of Art has been a leader in social practice, encompassing practices
such as art in public space, activist art, community art, participatory art, collaborative artworks,
and other socially engaged practices.
Art researchers work regularly with external partners and in collaboration with architects,
designers, social scientists, housing and education researchers in RMIT’s College of Design and
Social Context.
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Environment
The environment and climate change are crucial interests for the School of Art with many
researchers undertaking fieldwork (often in remote locations) for projects that respond to specific
environmental ecologies. A major outcome for the school’s environmental research was the
Australian Research Council Linkage funded project, Spatial Dialogues: Public Art and Climate
Change.

“In the context of climate change research, works of art may offer ways of imagining
and encountering the environment other than the scientific, yet no less relevant.”

Professor Lesley Duxbury
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Material
Founded in 1887 with the motto perita manus, mens exculta – ‘a skilled hand, a cultivated mind’–
RMIT has always emphasised strong foundational training in art, technology and materials. This is
still evident in RMIT’s current emphasis on being a global university of technology, design and
enterprise.
School of Art researchers have significant expertise in diverse materials and processes, spanning
both traditional and hi-tech media. Research is undertaken across a great range of materials –
such as titanium, wood, paint, 3D printing, vitreous enamels, and gold – and researchers engage
with phenomena such as colour, gesture, surface and matter. Art researchers have strong
knowledge of the history and tradition of materials but they also pursue a commitment to
innovation and exploring new material capabilities. The school privileges studio-based and
practice-led research and it supports the pursuits of its researchers through the provision of
exceptional world-class facilities.
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Technology
RMIT University’s facilities are some of the most technologically advanced in the world and
include rapid prototyping machines, robotics and an Advanced Manufacturing Precinct.
School of Art researchers engage with diverse technologies, encompassing those with long arthistorical trajectories such as video art, animation, and sound, but also emergent digital
technologies and social media together with obsolete technologies such as Fairlight CMI
synthesisers.
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timeline for 2017 applications:
- applications are now open
- applications from local students (for both admission and scholarship) close 31 October 2016
- applications from international students should be submitted 6 to 8 weeks prior to the end of October in order to be part of the scholarship round
– an offer of place needs to be made by the School of Art prior to consideration for scholarship.
important to note:
- RMIT publishes longer application periods (for admission only/not scholarships)
- The School of Art strongly recommends that all applications from local students are submitted by the end of October as it is in this single selection
period that our limited resources are fully allocated (Supervisors, Research Training Scheme places and Scholarships)
- Assessment of international applications is more administration-heavy, which is why we strongly recommend that international applicants
submit their applications for admission and scholarship well in advance of October.
places in RMIT HDR programs are highly competitive:
- Meeting eligibility requirements does not guarantee a place
- A relatively small number of places are available each year – and this fluctuates from year to year
- Applications are reviewed and ranked by a panel of research supervisors. Recommendations are made to the RMIT School of Graduate Research
on the basis of:
- Quality of research proposal
- Alignment to School of Art Research Foci
- Quality of folio of creative works
- Appropriate supervision available
- Previous academic achievements
- Professional achievements including exhibitions, publications, etc.
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Scholarship eligibility:
- Please consider your eligibility for scholarship carefully.
- Scholarships are assessed on the basis of academic achievements (for recent Higher Education graduates/under 10 years) and on the basis of
academic and ranked professional achievements (Higher Education graduates of 10 years or more/Return to Study stream).
- Scholarships are highly competitive.
- Scholarships provide a stipend income for HDR students for 2 years for Masters by Research, or 3 years of their PhD candidature.
- Scholarships are available for full time students only except in special cases.
- Scholarship holders are restricted to 8 hours part-time paid work per week.
- Scholarship types available are Australian Postgraduate Award (APA), International Postgraduate Research Scholarship (IPRS), RMIT Postgraduate
Research Scholarship (RPS), RMIT PhD International Scholarship (RPIS) and Vice Chancellor’s PhD Scholarship (VCPS).
- To be eligible for a scholarship you must have either of:
- a Master by research
- a Master by coursework with a significant research component graded as high distinction, or equivalent
- a Honours degree achieving first class honours
- a 4 year bachelor degree achieving a GPA of 4 or equivalent (80% or above)
- cases for equivalence may be made, however the grounds must be very strong and will be based on high professional standing and
achievements in art related research
- For further information please see:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/research/phds-and-other-research-degrees/scholarships-and-support
Vice Chancellor’s PhD Scholarship (VCPS):
- This is a highly prestigious and generous scholarship offered to up to 10 PhD applicants across the university.
- Eligibility is the same as other scholarship types.
- The very top ranking applicants across the university have been the previous recipients – it can thus be said that this is an immensely competitive
scholarship.

your research proposal
The proposal is a key part of the process where applicants must demonstrate the value of their research and their suitability
for program selection.
All applicants for a postgraduate research program at RMIT University should have a proposed research topic that is aligned
with at least one of RMIT's identified research strengths. Your discussion with the academic staff in your proposed school will
assist you to identify whether your research proposal will be an appropriate fit for RMIT's research strengths.
Your proposal should be a two to five page overview of your research divided under the following headings:
- Title and topic
- Research questions you plan to investigate in the context of existing research/literature in the area
- Significance and impact of the research
- Methodology/research tasks required to undertake the research
- Any particular needs, if applicable (e.g. resources, facilities, fieldwork or equipment that are necessary for your proposed
research program).
Full information at:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/research/phds-and-other-research-degrees/how-to-apply/step-5-prepare-your-proposal/preparinga-research-proposal/

your CV
Applicants for MFA Research and PhD Art by Project are to provide a full CV with their application, including details of:
- Education/Qualifications
- Solo exhibitions
- Group exhibitions
- Publications
- Awards/Prizes
- Artist Residencies
- Grants
It is preferred that you don’t forward exhibition catalogues or articles as part of your application.
We’d prefer that you provide a full listing of your professional experience including details of the gallery,
institution/organisation, publication instead.
For example:
Education
2008-2011 Bachelor or Arts (Fine Art) Hons, Griffith University, Brisbane
Group exhibitions
2014 Exhibition title, Gallery name, City
Awards/Prizes
2015 Finalist - Substation Contemporary Art Prize, Melbourne

your folio (Research by Project)
Applicants for MFA Research and PhD Art by Project are to submit a folio of work of up to 8 to 10 examples of past artworks
relevant (and supportive to) your application.
- The folio should be submitted on a USB device
- The following formats are accepted: jpeg, mp3, .mov files
- A list of works should be provided with your folio including title, duration, medium, dates, etc.
- Please test your USB thoroughly using other machines before submitting
- Ensure that the images are clear and of a suitable but not extreme file size
- Please be selective with your folio works – works selected should support your application and works selected will ideally
be relatively recent
- Multiple images of the same work is not generally recommended.
- In the case of moving image or sound works, files may be shared using password protected Vimeo (or similar web-based
application) – please ensure that the link and password are clearly stated in your application with your list of works.

writing samples (Research by Thesis)
Applicants for MFA Research and PhD Art by Thesis are to recommended to provide access to samples of their research
writing with their application.

application process details and links to
iApply (international applicants)
and application form (local applicants),
visit:
http://www.rmit.edu.au/research/phds-and-other-research-degrees/how-to-apply/

application methods
There are two methods of application depending on your residency type and location of study.
Residency type

Application

a) Australian citizens and Permanent Residents
b) New Zealand citizens
c) Holders of permanent refugee and
humanitarian visas
d) Internationals applying to study outside
Australia

2017 admission and scholarship:
2017 Semester 1 and 2 Postgraduate
research scholarship and admission
application form (PDF 361KB 9p).

Internationals applying to study in Australia

Apply online for a program offer.
If applying for a research scholarship,
you must also complete a scholarship
application form (available from the
opening date of the scholarship round).
Only applicants who have received a
program offer at the close of the
scholarship round will be considered
for scholarship.

International student applications are completed online
through iApply
http://www.rmit.edu.au/content/rmit-ui/en/study-with-us/international-students/apply-to-rmit-international-students

Local student applications are via a paper based form
http://www.rmit.edu.au/content/rmit-ui/en/study-with-us/applying-to-rmit/local-student-applications/how-to-apply/applyby-level-of-study/research-programs

application checklist + supporting documentation
A substantial amount of supporting documentation is required with your application.
Please refer to the application form for the full list of documents required.

application first steps
- collect your thoughts + start preparing your research proposal
- consider two supervisors with research expertise that aligns with yours
- express your interest by contacting us (David and Shannon) with your draft research proposal

how we can help
- assist you with your questions on the application process
- suggest supervisors aligned with your proposed research

contact us
HDR Coordinator
Professor David Forrest
School of Art
College of Design and Social Context
RMIT University

Administration Officer, Research
Shannon Stanwell
School of Art
College of Design and Social Context
RMIT University

Postal address:
GPO Box 2476, Melbourne,
Victoria 3001

Postal address:
GPO Box 2476, Melbourne,
Victoria 3001

Location: Building 24, level 02, room 02B

Location: Building 24, level 02, room 01

T: (+61 3) 9925 3578
E: david.forrest@rmit.edu.au
M: +61 412553720

T: 03 9925 1947
E: art.researchadmin@rmit.edu.au

